Humanists of West Suburban Chicagoland

Meeting at DuPage Unitarian Church, 4 South 535 Old Naperville Rd., Naperville IL 60563                (http//howsc.org) 

THIS MONTH

January 9, 2008  from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.
Speaker: Bonnie Grabenhofer

Topic:  Defending the Right to Choose in Aurora

Women’s Rights.  It was a core issue in 1942 at the inception of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America headed by Margaret Sanger.  It was on the agenda at the first meeting of the National Organization of Women in 1966 chaired by Betty Friedan.  It made headlines in 1973 when the Supreme Court ruled on Roe v Wade.  And in the last few months, it was in Aurora as ground zero for the abortion debate.  Bonnie Grabenhofer, President of Illinois National Organization for Women (NOW) will discuss what happened in the battle over the Aurora Planned Parenthood clinic, why it became a national issue, and how the tactics used compare to those used elsewhere.  What was done to ensure that pro choice voices were heard?  Why was there so much focus on the permitting process, and parental notification at the local level?  You may have read it in the headlines.  Here’s your chance to learn the inside story.

 
Bonnie Grabenhofer is the President of the Illinois Chapter of NOW having previously served on the National NOW Board and as president of the DuPage chapter.  She grew up in Elmhurst where she was struck by the different choices given to the two genders. Boys were told they could be doctors and lawyers, but girls were given options like teacher, secretary or nurse.  It didn’t take long for her to become a woman’s advocate.  Currently she is a principal in Partners In Learning, Inc. with more than 20 years experience in instructional design and project management.

A DIFFERENT KIND OF CELEBRATION

The winter holiday season has taken on a increasingly secular tone.  This tradition of celebration, however, is grounded in supernatural religious beliefs that many people in modern society cannot accept.  Like Kwanzaa, Hanukah, and Winter Solstice celebrations by some Wicca, HumanLight presents an alternative celebration: a Humanist's vision of a future where all people can identify with one another, care for each other, behave with the highest moral standards, and work together toward a happy, just and peaceful world.  Although we cannot accept supernatural explanations or conventional religious guidelines for living, Humanists need not feel alone and isolated in our society.  Founded in 2001 by members of 

the New Jersey Humanist Network, it began with half a dozen participants and now boasts some 20 societies who celebrate on or near its designated date of December 23.  

HumanLight celebrations are where people have fun enjoying music, art, food, and each other’s company.  It also provides an opportunity to convey their belief in the growth and betterment of all people through reason, science, empathy, joy, optimism and moral excellence. It is when people can come together not to engage in debate but to make both emotional and intellectual contact in a positive and constructive atmosphere.

Consider including this celebration in your holiday plans for next year.  For further information, you can goggle the name HumanLight and learn lots more.

PHILOSOPHERS’ LUNCHEON IS GROWING

If you are one of the lucky ones free for a mid-day gathering, mark your calendar for one p.m. on the third Thursday of every month at Lan Dee restaurant on Ogden in Naperville.  It’s a strictly social assembly of Humanists and their friends with no agenda except the one that emerges spontaneously.  It’s a chance to relate (or commiserate) with fellow liberals about the state of the country, society and the world.  Attendance ranges from a dozen or so to eighteen at the meeting in December.  We have a private room at our disposal and no deadline.  Come late, leave early; we’re still glad to see you.  For further information, call or write Jack Sechrest at (630) 554-8058 or jack@skognet.com  

TAKEN FROM IMAGINE NO SUPERSTITION
by Stephen Frederick Uhl,

 The Golden Rule according to Confucius remains as reasonable and practical for us today as it as half a millennium B.P.E.  “Don’t treat another in a way you would not want to be treated!”  If we consistently and reasonably observe this Golden Rule, we non-believers, non-credulous, in the U.S. population will quickly attract another fourteen percent of the thinking population.  We can show the world that reason-base democracy is the most practical way for all of us relatives in the human family to bring ourselves together in productive, peaceful, rational, mutually supportive relationships.  E pluribus unum (from many one, from many colonies one country, from many countries one world, from many races one humanity)!
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