Humanists of West Suburban Chicagoland

Meeting at DuPage Unitarian Church, 4 South 535 Old Naperville Rd., Naperville IL 60563 (http//howsc.org) 

H

THIS MONTH

December 12 from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.
Speaker: Hemant Meta Topic: A Secular Approach
Once upon a time, a young atheist, brought up as a Jain, thought it would be a great fun to visit various churches while at the same time earning a bit of money. He would auction his time on eBay for ten dollars per church. The initial offering ultimately reached a bid of five hundred four dollars and generated the book, / Sold My Soul on EBay. Like Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn, Meta dons the cloak of the naif, seeing the 14 churches he visited through the eyes of the uninitiated. The first four chapters introduces his eBay story, explaining why he is an atheist and what atheists are and are not like. The middle four chapters are his reviews of the 14 different churches he attended, and the last two chapters his summary of what works, what doesn't, and what it would take to actually convert him. He subsequently received national attention on the front page of the Wall Street Journal as the eBay atheist
Hemant Mehta is representative of the Secular Student Alliance and chairs its Board of Directors. He attended the University of Illinois at Chicago where he helped establish their first secular student group, Students WithOut Religious Dogma (SWORD). Currently he teaches math in suburban Chicagoland and is working toward a master's degree in math education.

GOINGS ON AROUND AND ABOUT...
The Board of HSWC spends the bulk of most meetings discussing future speakers, aiming for depth as well as variety. Over the years we've offered lectures on biology, on the physical and social sciences; have seen visual and audio presentations and had the opportunity to "workshop" together. We've been entertained in a dramatic monologue of Charles Darwin and listened to the thoughts of celebrated journalists like Eric Zorn. All this is intended to entertain as well as instruct.
We are always open to suggestions. If you come upon an idea or person of interest that you would like to see presented at one of the monthly meetings, feel free to contact Jack Sechrest or any of the Board members. We promise to give each suggestion careful consideration.
HUMANISTS THAT CARE

Humanists are a busy lot. Many are active in all kinds of projects and services that help their fellows, working quietly behind the scenes to live out their Humanism 

If you know of a fellow Humanist who is doing deeds of kindness, be they small or large, pass it on.  We want to give them a pat on the back and a bit of deserved applause.  Send the information to HWSC newsletter via Beth Staas at bethstaas@sbcglobal.net. 

AND NOW IT'S CHRISTMAS

How do Humanists cope with Christmas? The following is taken from the Internet, a compilation of how some communities deal with this important Christian holiday. They may be thoughts to ponder.
USA TODAY points out that in two decisions from the 1980s, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that municipalities could create manger scenes and menorahs in public places alongside secular symbols of the holidays. The guidance from these cases, has been dubbed the "three reindeer rule." Government-sponsored displays may include religious symbols, so long as the religious symbols do not predominate.  Privately sponsored displays in public forums are granted even greater latitude. The bottom line: Religious symbols in the public square are not constitutional contraband.
"The Age," an Australian website states that in government departments, city councils and state schools, "Jesus" is a banned word and even "Christmas" is giving way to a "festive season" whose meaning is "peace". Carol services all over Melbourne have taken Christ out of Christmas, avoiding Christian traditions, Bible readings and the infant in the manger.  Even Santa, useful a decade ago in place of Christian symbolism, is now too "religious" for many.
Representatives of other religions suggest that cutting the Christian content is misguided political correctness. Multiculturalism doesn't mean no expression of faith, but recognition of all faiths, they say.  The president of the Islamic Council of Victoria, Yasser Soliman, said Muslims had no problem with Christians celebrating their faith.  "We should neither suppress nor impose our faith. Respect for other people's beliefs doesn't compromise my own," Mr Soliman said.
Hiddur Mitvah at www.Torah.org differs, saying that “all of the secular activities that go on at this time of year are being done because it is Christmas and that Christmas commemorates Jesus birth.  They eat candy canes because it is Christmas, not just because they taste good.  That is why so may Jews feel alienated at Christmas and so outraged when Christians pressure to observe Christmas customs.  
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