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Humanists of West Suburban Chicagoland 

Meeting at DuPage Unitarian Church, 4 South 535 Old Naperville Rd., Naperville IL 60563

THIS MONTH:  Saturday June 30, 2007  1 to 3 p.m.

A PICNIC AND SOCIAL GATHERING

Topic:  AHA  ANNUAL MEETING

Speaker(s): A report from members of this chapter who have freshly returned from the AHA annual meeting in Oregon:

· Jack Sechrest

· Howard Katz (our very own Humanist Celebrant)

· Rosamond Shee

As in many organizations with a serious purpose, HWSC members also know how to have fun.  For us, it’ll be a picnic under the sun, sharing the summer.  You are urged to bring Moms, Dads, In-laws, neighbors and kids down the street – a happy meeting of the like-minded.  As Kurt Vonnegut’s Uncle Alex urged us all to declare, “If this isn’t nice, I don’t know what is.”

The gathering will be at DUUC in Kreves Hall (our usual meeting place) and in the back yard, weather permitting.  The main course and something to drink will be provided.  Bring a dish to pass, which makes it a light meal.  Then be sure you have sent your RSVP to Jack Sechrest (jack@skognet.com). 

 
ABOUT OUR CHAPTER

This chapter had its inception some eight years ago, the brainchild of Jack Sechrest and Mike Werner, beginning with about ten people and reaching a high point of one hundred members.  Since then we have been instrumental in adding Lucent Humanists, Deerfield and the Ethical Humanist Society as AHA chapters.   Monthly meetings include topics ranging from the Cosmos to the human brain, from prayer in school to human  pheromones, as well as ethical behavior and personal growth.  In other words, eclectic and Humanistic.
We are a dedicated group.  In addition to paying dues for the first year at $35, increasing to $45, or $55 for couples in the second year, we count thirteen “Members 
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of the Committee of Thousand,” 2 “Supporting”; 3 “Ambassador”; and 3 “Life” members each having made additional monetary contributions to the AHA.  We’ve also seen how members contributed their time.  Founders Jack Sechrest and Mike Werner both served on the national Board, and member Howard Katz is one of only two Humanist Celebrants in the state, serving at rites like weddings, baby welcoming ceremonies, and funerals.  In recognition of all this, the AHA awarded us the title of Chapter of the year in 2004.  

So now as the 2006-07 year winds down, the re-elected Board of HWSC sends out a hearty cheer of thanks and praise to all of you.  It’s been a good year, and next year (beginning in September), will be even better.  Heck, “If this isn’t nice…”   

NEW TO HUMANISM?

Humanism is a progressive philosophy of life that, without supernaturalism, affirms our ability and responsibility to lead ethical lives of  personal fulfillment that aspire to the greater good of humanity.

The following manifests a consensus of what we believe:

· Knowledge of the world is derived by observation, experimentation, and rational analysis

· Humans are an integral part of nature, the result of unguided evolutionary change.

· Ethical values are derived from human need and interest as tested by experience.  

· Life’s fulfillment emerges from individual participation in the service of humane ideals.

· Humans are social by nature and find meaning in relationships.

· Working to benefit society maximizes individual happiness.

We work to uphold the equal enjoyment of human rights and civil liberties in an open, secular society and find that humanity has the ability to progress toward its highest ideals.  The responsibility for our lives and the kind of world in which we live is ours and ours alone.


